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O'er spirits on the wing,
O'er every drowsy thing —•
And buries them up quite
In. a labyrinth of light,
And then how deep! — Oh deep !
Is the passion of their sleep !
He should have signed it Bah!    We have no room for others." *
The tone of this indicates that Poe was not backed by any strong personal friend of the critic. He received the doubtful satire with good grace, however, and replied in a letter printed in the December issue, and prefaced by these editorial remarks: —
"The following passages are from the manuscript works of a young author, about to be published in Baltimore. He is entirely a stranger to us, but with all their faults, if the remainder of ' Al Aaraaf' and ' Tamerlane' are as good as the body of the extracts here given—to say nothing of the more extraordinary parts, he will deserve to stand high—very high—in the estimation of the shining brotherhood. "Whether he wilt do so however, must depend, not so much upon his worth now in mere poetry, as upon his worth hereafter in something yet loftier and more generous — we allude to the stronger properties of the mind, to the magnanimous determination that enables a youth to endure the present, whatever the present may be, in the hope, or rather in the belief, the fixed, unwavering belief, tbat in the future he will find his reward."
1 The Yankee and Boston.Literary Gazette, iii. 168 (new series). of " Al Aaraaf," which was de-n, an active interest to promotee is no record of this furlough.
